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The Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) released  

its first-ever report in September 2019 to bring transparency to the rising cost 

of prescription drugs. One drug to help treat type 2 diabetes, 
Jardiance, increased by over $83 and now costs over $1,400.  
Cycloset, which also helps 
 to treat type 2 diabetes,  
increased its price by nearly 
$50 to now cost over $800.

$1,400
JARDIANCE

$800
CYCLOSET

MANY PEOPLE have admitted to cutting 
back on their prescribed doses of insulin 
because of rising costs putting them at 
serious, even fatal, risk.

AMERICANS CAN’T AFFORD TO WAIT ANY LONGER.  
Insulin is a life-saving medication that millions of 
Americans rely on daily — and sadly just one example 
of the high-priced drug crisis. If we don’t address sky-
high costs now, we’ll continue to burden our health 
care system and put patients at risk.

WIDESPREAD 

IMPACT 4,110 AMERICANS 
are diagnosed with diabetes every day.

INSULIN: A CRUCIAL TREATMENT FOR MILLIONS

Source: American Diabetes Association

Source: Business Insider

Source: American Diabetes Association

Source: California Office of Statewide Health Planing and Development

Insulin is a life-saving medication… there are 
people with type 1 diabetes who will die without 
insulin… prices have been rising. So there are 
people who can’t afford them.”

Dr. William Herman, 
Professor of Medicine and Epidemiology 

at the University of Michigan School of Public Health

https://www.diabetes.org/resources/statistics/statistics-about-diabetes
https://makeinsulinaffordable.org/the-issue/
https://oshpd.ca.gov/visualizations/prescription-drug-wholesale-acquisition-cost-increases/
https://www.businessinsider.com/why-is-there-no-generic-insulin-for-diabetes-2016-8


PRICE INCREASES 
HAVE NOT SLOWED, 

DESPITE PROMISES FROM  
PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES.

A PATENTED ADVANTAGE
Unlike most drugs that have been around for decades —  

no generic alternatives to insulin exist. The pharmeceutical  

companies that control the market make small tweaks to 

extend the patents — gaming the system and keeping 

generics off the market.
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$1 OUT OF EVERY $7  
SPENT ON HEALTH CARE IS 
USED ON DIABETES AND  
ITS COMPLICATIONS

Sources: New York Times, Axios, Good Rx

Sources: New York Times, Axios, Good Rx

Source: American Diabetes Association

are

HUMALOG: SAME DRUG, NEW PRICE
The price for a standard 10 ml vial of one of the most popular unsulin 
brands, Humalog:

55%
is the average 

rise in cost  
since 2014

https://makeinsulinaffordable.org/the-issue/
https://www.diabetes.org/resources/statistics/cost-diabetes
https://www.businessinsider.com/insulin-prices-increased-in-2017-2017-5
https://www.goodrx.com/blog/how-much-does-insulin-cost-compare-brands/
https://www.diabetes.org/resources/statistics/cost-diabetes
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/393378-skyrocketing-insulin-prices-provoke-new-outrage
https://www.goodrx.com/blog/how-much-does-insulin-cost-compare-brands/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/22/well/diabetes-patients-at-risk-from-rising-insulin-prices.html
https://www.axios.com/outrage-prescription-drugs-insulin-prices-7a9c0a90-9329-4214-9ab9-b11d45578f51.html



